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Integration of Vocational and General Education: Equivalence or
Equality? Reflections Based on Value Orientation

Jiang Dayuan

Abstract: There is a consensus at the level of educational philosophy that vocational education and general education
are two distinct types of education with equal importance. However, at the level of educational value, the bias that vocational
education is inferior to general education still persists. Confronting this long—standing value gap in education, the educational
community has introduced the policy of integrating vocational and general education (IVGE). To ensure the smooth
implementation of this policy, it is necessary to prevent the alienation of IVGE. In particular, we must avoid the outcome
of de—vocationalized equality rather than equivalence between vocational and general education. To this end, we need to
explore the issue hy tracing its historical origins, respond by considering social interventions to resolve the vocational—general
education divide, and interpret it through rational reflection. Only then can we provide a value—oriented analysis of the IVGE
decision, emphasize and adhere to the principle of equivalence rather than equality, and grasp the correct direction and path
for IVGE to achieve ideal implementation outcomes.

Keywords: integration of vocational and general education; value orientation; equivalence between vocational and

general education; type—based education
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