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A Comparative Study on Student Development After Streaming Within In—School "Vocational-
General Integration Classes" in Secondary Vocational Education: Based on a Survey of 110

Secondary Vocational Schools in China
Liu Yunbo, Zhou Yue, Huang Minshan

[Abstract] Against the backdrop of the ongoing policy to promote vocational—general integration, in—
school "Vocational-General Integration Classes" in secondary vocational education have become an impor-
tant pilot form for broadening student development pathways. Based on data from the third round of a nation-
al survey on secondary vocational student development, this study employs quantitative regression and qual-
itative interviews to examine the developmental characteristics of students in vocational—general integration
classes (with secondary vocational student status). The findings reveal that during school, students in these
classes demonstrate intermediate skill performance, while their academic performance and non- cognitive
abilities are weaker than those of students in college—oriented classes, exhibiting a pattern of "high educa-
tional expectations but weak in—school experiences". After graduation, their educational trajectories are rel-
atively similar to those of traditional regular classes. Yet, their self-efficacy and expectations for bachelor’s
degree education are higher than those in traditional regular classes but lower than those in college—orient-
ed classes. Within the class, there is no significant difference in cognitive or non—cognitive abilities be-
tween students with general upper secondary status and those with secondary vocational status, but the for-
mer report lower satisfaction with secondary vocational education. Overall, the current vocational—general
integration classes have fulfilled the original intention of broadening pathways to higher education, yet they
exhibit an intermediate characteristic of "seeking both but fully attaining neither" in practice. The study
suggests policy improvements in optimizing institutional design, strengthening process support, and trans-
forming societal perceptions.

[Keywords| secondary vocational school; vocational— general integration; student development; in—

school streaming
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