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High—Quality Development of Secondary Vocational Education from the Perspective of Educational

Ecology Theory: Realistic Predicaments and Practical Approaches
Ren Zhanying, Liu Renyou

[Abstract] The "15th Five—Year Plan" for Education Development explicitly calls for "running sec-
ondary vocational schools with high quality and moderate scale", which sets new requirements for the func-
tional positioning of secondary vocational education and signifies that secondary vocational education ur-
gently needs to break through the limitations of traditional linear development thinking and address the bot-
tlenecks of high—quality development from a higher dimension and in a more systematic manner. Grounded
in educational ecology theory, this paper constructs a four—dimensional analytical framework of "ecological
niche — ecological chain — ecological circle — ecological equilibrium" to systematically examine the ecologi-
cal imbalances confronting the high—quality development of secondary vocational education. It reveals three
major structural problems in the current ecosystem of secondary vocational education, namely niche disloca-
tion, ecological chain fragmentation, and ecological circle mismatch. These three problems are interwoven
and exert cumulative effects, ultimately disrupting the overall ecological equilibrium and limiting the sys-
tem’s dynamic evolutionary capacity. To promote the high—quality development of secondary vocational edu-
cation, it is necessary to take the reform of key teaching elements as the entry point and to realize a para-
digm shift from mechanical regulation to ecological evolution through systematic pathways, including cali-
brating the core ecological niche, bridging the full talent cultivation chain, activating the diversified ecologi-
cal circles, and maintaining dynamic equilibrium. This provides both theoretical support and practical refer-
ences for consolidating the foundation of the modern vocational education system.

[Keywords| secondary vocational education; high—quality development; educational ecology theory;
functional positioning; integration between industry and education
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